Algorithm for the management of antibiotic prophylaxis in onychocryptosis surgery.
Antibiotic prophylaxis in nail surgery is not clearly established, and there is scant scientific evidence regarding the need for its use in preventing surgical site infection, hematogenous total joint infection, and infective endocarditis. To propose an algorithm based on the evidence for the management of antibiotic prophylaxis in onychocryptosis surgery. A literature review was performed in Medline, Pubmed, Cochrane database and Scopus and recent prospective studies were examined. The most-current authoritative guidelines together with new classification system of the pathology have been taken into account. In non-risk patients with onychocryptosis stage II or III phenol technique can be used without the need for antibiotics. In stages IV and V, specific antibiotic treatment should be administered before surgery together with partial ablation of nail until the infection is resolved and the process remits to stage II or III. In the case of long-developing onychocryptosis, osteomyelitis should be ruled out, and specific antibiotic treatment besides the preoperative dose should be administered. In high-risk cardiac patients with infective onychocryptosis, the need for prophylaxis for bacterial endocarditis should be considered. Current evidence does not support the use of preoperative antibiotic prophylaxis in onychocrytosis surgery except in special patients with infective onychocryptosis.